Welcome

Dear Potential Life Teen Core Member,

I’m glad that you are interested in serving in our youth ministry! I am always

looking for talented ministers to serve in our youth ministry program. I believe that solid ministry is built on relationships between adult staff and teens. Relationships are key to teens feeling loved and accepted so that they can understand the love of God in practical ways. This is when real spiritual growth takes place in a teen’s life.

A Youth Ministry like Life Teen requires a substantial team of volunteers working

at all levels – from Core members who lead small groups to Life Support who

setup environments and serve food. The challenge of our Life Teen Youth Ministry is to access the wealth and diversity of resources within and around the area parishes so as to provide a meaningful and effective faith formation program for younger and older adolescents which engages their energy, imagination, curiosity, compassion and playful spirit in an exploration and engagement of our Catholic faith.

Thus, the quality of our youth ministry volunteers is very important. I am looking

for men and women who have made a commitment to Christ and a desire to care

for teens. With the aid of prayer and consideration, read the enclosed materials.

I encourage you to observe one of our youth ministry events before making your

decision to start the process. Because I place a great value on this ministry, I

place a great value on our Core.

Once I have your application, I will schedule an appointment. All the information

will be kept strictly confidential. In the meantime, please feel free to observe our

youth ministry programs.

Youth ministry is a great way to give of your time and serve the Lord. I’m looking

forward to meeting with you and spending some time talking about your hopes

and desires for ministry. If you have any need to reach me, please feel free to call.

Information night is August 11th at 7:00pm – 8:30pm in the conference room by the church.

Blessings,

Sharon Christison

Director of Youth Ministry

sachristison@stanthonyfresno.org
559-439-0124 x111
A Youth Ministry Overview

What the Teens Need from Youth Ministry

Changing the youth world happens one teen at a time. Teens do NOT connect to programs; they connect to people. The most effective way to influence teens is through a significant relationship with key people in their lives. Our goal is to develop leaders who will walk the journey to Christ with teens.

Teens need adults who will:

• Love God and live for Him

• Be interested in their lives

• Take the initiative to spend time with them

• Pray for them

• Be authentic (real)

• Say encouraging words

• Believe in them

• Laugh

• Go to “their world”

• Remember their names and care for them

• Share God’s love through personal experience

• Be consistent to the programs

• Be patient

• Enjoy life and live the seven essential values (Love,

Evangelization, Joy, Vocation, Affirmation, Authenticity,

Eucharistic Spirituality)

How to be Involved in Teen’s Lives

There is a description of the application process later, but first it is important for you to understand what commitment I ask from our staff. For effective youth ministry, you need to:

1. Understand the reason we exist as a youth ministry. Look at our values and goals on the next page.

2. Commit to the Youth Ministry. Consider the role that God has created your gifts to serve in.

3. Grow as a Minister. Develop your abilities through prayer, classes, and conferences. This will ultimately have an impact on the rest of the ministry. 

4. Understand the reason we exist as a ministry. To let Christ shine through us so we may gather as a family in His name, seeking to guide all to become a light to the world.
