Dear Students and Parents,

Thank you for letting us walk with you as you journey toward Confirmation here
at St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church. We offer a two year program for High
School Youth. We meet for the most part on Sunday evenings with our LifeTeen
Youth Group. These consist of attending the LifeTeen 6:00pm mass and then
gathering in the Social Hall for our Life Night.

In addition to the Sunday Sessions all First Year Students will be assessed on
Monday, Feb 4™ from 6:30 pm ©8:00 pm.

The students who need more basic catechesis will be notified by mail with a
calendar of 4 meeting dates. Classes will run from February through April.

The following is important information for you to know:

Classes are open to High School Sophomores and older

Classes meet approximately twice per month and cover a variety of topics
emphasizing community-building, service projects and review of Catholic
teaching

Each year students are required to complete a retreat experience. Details
are in the following pages

15 hours of Community Service are to be completed each year B5 of
those hours must be done within St. Anthony@® parish. Details on the
following pages

Group service project TBA

Students need to choose a Catholic Sponsor. The Sponsor needs to be a
confirmed and practicing Catholic, who has received all their Sacraments,
including the Sacrament of Marriage, if that person is married. Please
choose someone you trust and respect, who can help you prepare for the
Sacrament of Confirmation

Attendance and participation in classes is mandatory

Attendance at Sunday Mass is expected

Registration fees are $50 per year. Checks may be made payable to: St.
Anthony of Padua Church

Copies of Baptism and First Holy Communion certificates are required to
be turned in

Please be sure to read through this handbook carefully, and keep it where you
can easily find it. At the back of the handbook, you will find a page to sign and
return. If you have questions please call Sharon Christison at 439-0124, ext.

111.

Sincerely in Christ,

Sharon Christison
Youth Minister



Confirmation |
Schedule 2007 - 2008

Sunday, September 9tt 7:15 — 9:00pm in the Main Church

Meeting with students and at least one parent. Parent/Student Handbooks
will be distributed. Registration Form and fees, Emergency Forms, signed
agreements, and copies of Baptism and First Holy Communion certificates
will be collected.

LIFE TEEN

Leading Teens Closer To Christ

LIFE TEEN begins at 6:00pm Mass on Sunday evening. Students then
gather together in the Social Hall until 9:00pm. While LIFE TEEN meets
every Sunday evening and Confirmation Students are encouraged to
attend all meetings, the following are the REQUIRED MEETING DATES:

Sept.237d-  Kick Off DThe Amazing RaceE E .

Oct 14th - Mystery Revealed

Oct 28th - Word

Nov 4th - In-Sense, Inc.

*Dec. 2" D Piecelt Together (Parent attendswith student)

Dec.9th D Triple Take

Jan 13t B | am

Jan 20th P Can | Get A Witness????

Feb. 3rd

Feb. 24th

Marc h 2nd

*March 9th  (Parent attendswith student)
April 13th
April 27"

411 Mondays

In addition to the Sunday Sessions all First Year Students will be assessed
on Monday, Feb 4t from 6:30 pm — 8:00 pm.

The students who need more basic catechesis will be notified by mail with
a calendar of 4 meeting dates. Classes will run from February through
April.

FYI

Second year begins in August 2008 when the preparation is
completed they will receive Confirmation in Jan. 2009.
24 hour Fast For Famine TBA
****Dates are subject to change

Please call if you have any questions or concerns. I will be more than
happy to meet with you or talk over the phone or email. I am here as well
as the core team to help you in any way as you journey toward the
sacrament of Confirmation.
559-439-0124 ext. 111, schristison@stanthonyfresno.org




Service Hours
There are different kindsof spiritual gifts butthe same Sprit;
there are different forms of service but the same Lord;
there are different workings but the same God who produces
all ofthemin everyone (1Cor 12:4-6)

CE whoever serves, let it be with the strength that God supplies,
so that in all things
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 4:11)

Service given with no persond recompense has long been part of preparing for the
Sacrament of Confirmation. Induded on this list are oppotunities within the parish in
which to complete thehours required.

Of the 15 hours required each year, 5 are to be completed in the parish, the other
10 may bein the parish or with outside organizations such as. hogitals, nursing homes,
hogices, Poverello House or Holy Cross Center, Right to Life of Centra California,
American Cancer Socdiety, Habitat for Humanity, etc.

Students are resporsible for arranging their own service hours with the contact person
listed for each event.

Event Opportunities for Confirmation Student s

Knights of Columbus— The Knights of Columbus organization servesour parish community
throughout the yearwith mary varied functions and everts. Studerts are always needed and
welcometo help. Contact Ed Kergenat439-1974

St. Anthony’s Parish & School Carnival-Sun. Sept: 30th

Help set-up and cleanup; Help ke grounds cleanthroughout the day; Volunteerin agame
booth or a classroom; Callecttickets for rides Help in aFood Booth; Bake itemsfor the Cake
Walk or Store; Help in Facepainting; Plus much more.

Show up on School grounds Saurday morning for set up at 8:30am and/or Sunday morning at
9:30amto work atthe carnival. Cleanup crew isegedally neeced Bring your Senice Hour
Form to be signedoff. Be bold and start asking who you canhelp. 435-0700

Ministry Fair Segember 23" morning
Setup and CleanUp: Sister Rosa Marie 439-0124 ext112

Right to Life Booth at the Big Fresno Fair — Oct.
Sign up for one or more shifts to help pass out brochures and give informaiton to those intereged
Contact Right to Life at 229-2229, ext. 15 for Nicole.

Italian Catholic Federation — Italian Dinner Sat. in Nov.
The ICF providesour parish with delicious dinnersseveraltimesper yea. They always welcome
asistanceto make the evert asucces. Contactinfo will be availabe



Right to Life Benefit Dinner and Silent Auction — Dec.
Help with set-up and/or clearrup of dinner and/or Silert Auction; Help serve dinner; Contact
229-2229, ext. 113 for Laurie or ext. 15 for Nicole.

Project Santa—Process begins Thanksgiving weekend, Nov. 25 & 26; Drop-Off Date: TBA
Assist set-up, sign-up and organization for distribution of our parish Prgect Sana.
Contact Sharon Christison at439-0124, ext. 111

On-going Opportunities at St. Anthony’s.
Be sure to call ahead to reserve vour hours.

GIFT Program (Growing in Faith Together) — Religious Educaton for kids agesK D6.
Classesare Sundays 3:30-4:45pm and Tuegdays 6:30 B7:45pm. Contact Mary Brisemno, 439-
0124, ext. 119. If you arefluert in Spanish, plea® let her know.

Liturgy of the Word with Children — Help guide childrenupstairs to the choir loft and backto
their pews during 9:30 and 11:00am masseson Sunday. Contact: Martha Darks-Ferguson 439-
0124, ext.114

Preschool — Religious games activitiesand storiesfor the little oneson Sundays during the
9:30am Mass, help neededfrom 9:15-10:45am. Plea® reserve your volunteerhours atleas one
week prior. ContactCathi Keerer 439-0124, ext. 173

Meals with Wheels — If you aregood in the kitchen and would like to take anoccasonal mealto
one of our parishionerswho islaid up dueto illness or injury, plea® contact Dehbbie Diebert 439-
0890

Music Ministry ®Would you like to add to the joyful noise at Sunday Mass with aninstrumert
or your voice? Contact David Sarkisian439-0124, ext.302

Parish Office Help D Help make copies file, etc. After school hours 3:30 B5:00pm. Contact
Mary Mosier 439-0124, ext. 103 or Teri Loera, ext. 102 Sharon ext.111

Stewardship/Capital Campaign Program D Help with mailings, stuffi ng bulletins, etc. Contact
Cathi Keenrer439-0124, ext. 173

These require individual arrangements. Please call the contact person directly.

Children’s Hospital, Madera, CA DProgram ertitled OBg Hears for Little HandsO.
Volunteersarelimitedto 10 hours that must be arranged in advance. Call ealy to reserve your
hours. Leawe a mesage and the Coordinators will return your call. Contact 353-5876.

Community Food Bank D Volunteerhours must be arrangedin advance. Hours are M-F: 8am B
3:30pm, and Sat 8:00ambP12noon. Contact 237-3663

Holy Cross Center D Hours availabe on Saurdays 8:00amb12noon. They needgirlsto help
serve coffee, tea,and snacks. Help with someclearrup. Contact 237-3379

Nazareth House D Call 237-2257



Poverello House B Volunteersmust complete anoriertation session before their first service.
Oriertations are held on the 1% and 4™ Saurdays of the month from 11:00-11:30am. Must make
arrargemertsin advance. Hoursto volunteerare SafSun 8:00amb2:00pm. Contact 498-6988



CONFIRMATION 1 or | (circle one)
SERVICE PRQJECT REPORT

Name:

Person/Group served:

Amount of time involved:

Type of Service provided:

How |®e grown by doing t his service:

How has t his project helped metowards Initiation?:

Supervisor:




Dat e:

Additional Project s:
*Project : Hours wor ked:

Supervisor sigret ure:

Supervisor Comment s:

*Project : Hours wor ked:

Supervisor Signat ure:

Supervisor Comment s:

*Project : Hours wor ked:

Supervisor Signat ure:
Supervisor Comment s:

Inst ruct ions: Choose one project to discuss above. List the ot hers and obtain
appropriat e signat ures. Remember, 15 total hours are needed, at least 5 of t hemat
t he parish.

Due By: May 18,2008

Confirmationll or |
Retreat Experience Report

Name:

Wherewas your ret reat held?
What dat €?

What was t het heme?

What was your experiencedf God at or aft er theret reat ?

Inwhat ways hast heret reat experience helped or challenged yout oliveout your bapt ismal
commit ment as adrist ian? Plase explain.



Due By: May 18, 2008

Confirmation Preparation Agreement
2007-2008

Student please initial each check mark.

Respect ourselves, Respect others and Responsibility for our actions

Attendance:

" Attendance and punctuality are mandatory for all sessions
Excused absences mug be prearranged with the secretary or Y outh Minister
Tardiness is distracting and disrupts the sessionsso please arrive ontime
Behavior:

" Respect ourselves, Respect others and Responsbility for our actions
Y ourwillingness to build a caring, respectful atmospheeis an essential part of your
growth into the sacramental life.
" Disruptive or rudebehavior will beaddressed by theleader and the Y outh Minister
Cell phones are not allowed during our sessions
(any phone in use during a session will be collected and returned at the end of the
session)
Homework and Reading assignments:

" Need to becompleted before each sessionin preparation for active group participation
If youde having difficulty with the material, ask your groupleader for assistance.
Community Service:

" 15hours of community service isto becompleted each year- 5 of those mugs bedone

within St. Anthony@parish. There will be agroupproject on Dec. 9™

Retreat opportunities



2 retreats mus be completed, oneeach year.
Optionsthisyear indude

1. Marian Conference: Radisson Hotel - Sept. 15" 8:30am D4:30pm

2. Ingpiration BMagic Mountain Nov. 17

3. SIM students - Class retreat given by your school

4. Y outh Conference Oct. 19" and 20" an evening and day with Matt
Maher: OrransformerOmore than meets the eye.

5. Youth Day Feb. 28" in Anahem

More retreats will be available and announed as they come up.
| (WE) HAVE REVIEWED THE ABOVE AND HANDBOOK WITH MY (OUR) CHILD. WE
AGREE TO COMPLY WITH ALL THE RULESAND POLICIES OF ST. ANTHONY & OF
PADUAG CONFIRMATION PROGRAM.

Paret/Guardian Signature Student Signature

Date Print Student Name



